
I-Spy Sea Birds at Stokes Bay

Adult great black-backed gulls are much
larger than other gulls. They are dark grey-
black above and white below, with a white
head (streaky during the winter) and black
wingtips with white spots. They have pink
legs, whereas the similar lesser black-
backed gull has yellow legs.  In winter  the
head and neck is streaked with grey-brown.
Juveniles have mottled brown and white
plumage and a black bill.

Great Black Backed Gull
Scientific name: Larus
marinus
Bird family: Gulls and terns
Length: 64-78cm 
Wingspan: 150-165cm 
Weight:1-2kg 

The Lesser Black Backed Gull is a much
smaller bird that the Greater, with slimmer
build, yellow rather than pinkish legs, and
smaller white “mirrors” at the wing tips. The
adults have black or dark grey wings
(depending on race) and back. The bill is
yellow with a red spot. The head is greyer in
winter, unlike great black-backed gulls. 

Lesser Black Backed Gull
Scientific name: Larus
fuscus
Bird family: Gulls and terns
Length: 52-64cm 
Wingspan: 135-150cm
Weight: 620-1,000g 

Herring gulls are large, noisy gulls found
throughout the year around our coasts and
inland around rubbish tips, fields, large
reservoirs and lakes, especially during
winter. Adults have light grey backs, white
under parts, and black wing tips with white
‘mirrors’. Their legs are pink, with webbed
feet and they have heavy, slightly hooked
bills marked with a red spot. Young birds are
mottled brown.

Herring Gull
Scientific name: Larus
argentatus
Bird family: Gulls and terns
Length: 54-60cm 
Wingspan: 130-150cm 
Weight: 690-1440g  

Herring gulls are large, noisy gulls found
throughout the year around our coasts and
inland around rubbish tips, fields, large
reservoirs and lakes, especially during
winter. Adults have light grey backs, white
under parts, and black wing tips with white
‘mirrors’. Their legs are pink, with webbed
feet and they have heavy, slightly hooked
bills marked with a red spot. Young birds are
mottled brown.

Black Headed Gull
Scientific name:
Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Bird family: Gulls and terns 
Length: 34-37cm 
Wingspan: 100-110cm 
Weight: 200-400g 

If you have found this sheet
useful why not visit our
website.

www.friendsofstokesbay.co.uk

Found one!

Or better still, join us and work with us
to safeguard the environment of
Stokes Bay for present and future
generations.


