
I-Spy Seashells at Stokes Bay
A shell that is  triangular and elongate with
rounded edges. It is smooth with a
sculpturing of fine concentric growth lines
but no radiating ribs. The shells can be
purple, blue or sometimes brown in colour,
occasionally with radial stripes. 

Common or Blue
Muscle

It has a solid shell, consisting of two valves,
which feature prominent ribs and concentric
growth-lines. The outer surface of the shell is
off-white, yellowish or brown, and the inner
surface is white.

Common Cockle

Recognise it by its slipper shape due to an
internal partition. The shell is smooth with
irregular growth lines and white, cream,
yellow or pinkish in colour with streaks or
blotches of red or brown. Sometimes you
may find a stack of them one attached to
another. 

Slipper Shell or 
Slipper Limpet

The ovate-conical shell is very pale, white,
yellowish or reddish. It is very variable in
size; also in its form. You usually only find
the empty shells on the beach sometimes
occupied by a hermit crab.

Whelk

Varying between 12mm and 18mm in size.
Its shell is bluntly conical and has six whorls,
which are flattened with 7 or 8 thread-like
spiral ridges on the upper surface of the
body whorl.  It is grey to light yellowish in
colour, with broad stripes of reddish-brown
to purple.

Grey Top

The egg-shaped shell, creamy-brown in
colour, is elongated, rounded, obtuse at its
lower extremity, and pointed at the upper
extremity. The conical spire is composed of
eight or nine whorls, almost flat, or slightly
swollen. 

Netted Dig Whelk

Oval or pear shaped, white, yellowish or
cream in colour, with a rough surface
showing pale brown or bluish concentric
bands on the right valve. The two valves are
quite different; the left one is concave while
the right one is almost flat.

Oyster

Found one!



Up to 130mm long. The shell is smooth on
the outside and whitish, cream and brown in
colour with vertical and horizontal reddish-
brown or purplish-brown markings separated
by a diagonal line. The inner surface is
white. with a purple tinge.

Razor shell

Up to 50mm in length.The shell interior is
white. Fine concentric lines and radiating
bands of orange-brown colour.

Rayed Trough Shell

Up to 60mm long.Conical shape with raised
ribs running from top to bottom.  Pale brown
in colour usually with a white pointed tip. 
Inside the shell there are some short dark
brown lines at the outer edge. Often found
fixed to a rock.

Common Limpet

Up to 30mm in length. The shell contains six
to seven whorls with some fine threads and
wrinkles. The color is variable from grayish
to gray-brown, often with dark spiral bands
and a white lip.

Common Periwinkle

Found one!

If you have found this sheet useful why not visit our website.
http://www.friendsofstokesbay.co.uk
Or better still, join us and work with us to safeguard the environment of Stokes Bay for present and future
generations.

Approximately elliptical in outline with a
beaked anterior end, up to 12 cm long. The
shell is thin and brittle with a sculpture of
concentric ridges and radiating lines. The
shell is dull white or grey in colour. Not easy
to find at Stokes Bay but may be broken or
have seaweed attached to one end.

Common Piddock

Whelk Eggs Looks like bubble wrap but on a close look it is a
cluster of shell cases. Of ten found washed up and
attached to a small rock or pebble.

Crab Shells Can be of  the brown crab or shore crab. Some
are bright orange, others dull grey or brown.


